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36.9 million people are currently living with HIV. 1.8 million  of these are children, but only 52% of all children living 
with HIV are receiving treatment

400 children are infected with HIV every day. This is down from roughly 1,300 infections per day in 
2007 and 700 in 2013.

In 2017, there were approximately 180,000 new HIV infections in children and 110,000 AIDS related 
deaths in children.

As of 2015, 13.4 million children have lost one or both parents to HIV/AIDS.

In sub-Saharan Africa, the center of this global epidemic, women (ages 15+) account for 56% of all people 
living with HIV. They also account for 59% of all new HIV infections in 2017.

WHAT ARE YOU 
FUNDRAISING FOR?

80% of pregnant women living with HIV in 2017 had access to antiretroviral therapy to prevent transmis-
sion of HIV to their babies.

It costs just $20 to cover the cost of HIV testing and counseling for four pregnant women. 

With your help, we can achieve an 

AIDS-free generation.

As of 2017, 21.7 million people were receiving antiretroviral therapy. This is up from 19.5 million people 
accessing treatment in 2016 and 8 million in 2010.

what are you 
fundraising for?
what are you 
fundraising for?



Always be sure to inform potential donors of what Dance Marathon is. Tell them about 
the cause and why you’re fundraising. If possible, include anecdotes and/or photos 

from past Dance Marathons. Don’t forget to include your fundraising link!
 

Before you begin fundraising, become familiar with the cause. Remind yourself why 
you chose to participate in Dance Marathon and why it is important to you. Asking 

people for money may feel awkward, but if you lead with the cause and convey your 
passion to potential donors, they’re much more inclined to support you and to donate 

to your campaign.

personal outreach

1Make phone 
calls to your 

family and 
close friends. 2 3Make a Facebook 

event. Invite all 
of your Facebook 
friends and share it 
on your newsfeed.

4Facebook message 
or text your high 

school acquaintances 
and old friends from 
middle school, youth 

soccer, etc. 5Send thank you 
emails or 

written thank you 
notes to your 

donors!

Email your favorite 
teachers, coaches, 

employers, coworkers, 
family, friends, etc. (use 

the provided email 
template or create your 

own).



25 simple ways to fundraise
1. Hold a bake sale! Everyone loves homemade baked goods. Presale orders can be helpful if you’re making something more 
elaborate. 
2. Sell pizza in your dorm/apartment late on a Thursday or Saturday night! People who have been studying all night or are return-
ing from a night out will be grateful. 
3. Trade swipes for donations! If you live on the Hill, sell swipes to friends who no longer have access to the delicious UCLA dining 
halls. 
4. Walk dogs in your neighborhood! Apply to be a dog-walker for Wag! or Rover and get paid to take app-users’ dogs for thirty 
minute walks.
5. Arrange singing grams or candy grams in return for a donation! Offer to serenade someone or deliver a note/candy to them on 
your friend’s behalf. It’s a great way to celebrate Valentine’s Day, Christmas, a birthday, etc. 
6. Take notes for people in class in return for donations! If you’re especially ambitious, offer to go to class for someone. 
7. Do chores like laundry, grocery shopping, or car washing for your lazier friends! Have them donate to you as a form of payment.  
8. Ask people for DM donations in lieu of holiday/birthday gifts!  
9. Go door-to-door asking for donations! You could stay within your dorm/apartment or you could venture out into your neighbor-
hood and visit people’s homes. 
10. If you babysit, tutor, etc., tell your clients you are doing it to raise money for DM! They’ll probably pay you more knowing it’s for 
such a great cause. 
11. Clean out your closet! Sell your clothes to friends, trade them in at a consignment or thrift store, or sell them online or through 
fashion resale apps like Poshmark or Tradesy. 
12. Sell your old textbooks! Ask your friends or post on the UCLA Free and For Sale page. 
13. Host a fundrager! Have a party at your apartment and ask your guests to pay a small entry fee. 
14. Sign up for UCLA Anderson or Psychology studies! Some studies pay participants up to $60 for something as simple as a brain 
scan.
15. Attend your professors or TAs’ office hours and tell them about your participation in DM! If they’re interested, ask if they would 
like to make a donation or participate in DM themselves.
16. Cook and serve a nice dinner for you and your close friends in return for donations!
17. Create and sell your own DM merchandise (stickers, refillable water bottles, keychains, etc.)! Use social media to advertise your 
product and the cause.
18. Attend an official Canning Day or organize your own! Check out the Canning Day pamphlet for more details.   
19. Upload your class notes and study guides to online platforms for money! Look into OneClass, Course Hero, NexusNotes, or 
StudySoup. 
20. Do something wacky once you meet your fundraising goal! Tell your donors that you’ll dye your hair another color or shave 
your facial hair if they help you meet your goal. Be sure to post before and after pictures. 
21. Offer to give your friends car-rides for a donation! Drive them to the airport, to work, to Greek chapter meetings, and even to 
class. 
22. Get creative! Design and sell crafts like jewelry or bedroom decor like painted canvases. 
23. Make money through sports! Start a fantasy football league or a March Madness bracket with your friends and donate the 
entry fees and bets to your DM page! 
24. Post a 10-in-10 Challenge graphic on your social media platforms! Look out for more details from your Color Team Captain and 
Fundraising Liaison.  
25. Charge all of your friends $2 on Venmo! It makes it easier for them to donate. Plus, small donations really add up.

If you have any questions about hosting your own fundraiser or 
fundraising in general, please reach out to your Color Team Liaison 

or Dancer Captain.



General Solicitation Letter
Dear Mr./Mrs./Ms./Professor/Dr. <<Recipient Last Name>>,

On April 6/7, 2019, I will be participating in the largest student-run philanthropic event on the West 
Coast: Dance Marathon at UCLA. Since the first Dance Marathon in 2002, participants have raised 
over $5.5 million for pediatric HIV/AIDS research and relief. Last year, participants raised almost 
$320,000. I am writing to ask for your support to help us make an even greater impact this year.

I have committed to staying on my feet for 26 hours, physically taking a stand against pediatric HIV/
AIDS. This cause is a unique facet of the AIDS pandemic. Of the 400 children infected with HIV daily, 
every single case is preventable. With the medical treatment, preventive measures, education, and 
awareness that our beneficiaries provide, an HIV-free generation is a foreseeable goal in the very 
near future. 

One hundred percent of the proceeds from Dance Marathon help fund pediatric HIV/AIDS pro-
grams through four beneficiaries. The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation, receiving 70% of 
the proceeds, is the leading organization in pediatric HIV/AIDS education and research worldwide. 
EGPAF focuses on providing the care necessary to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV. 
The UCLA AIDS Institute (12%) is dedicated to finding innovative solutions through cutting-edge 
HIV/AIDS research at UCLA facilities. Camp Laurel (17%) holds camps for children infected with or 
affected by HIV/AIDS. The campers, known as our ‘DM Ambassadors’, attend events with UCLA stu-
dents throughout the year, including Dance Marathon. Through their interactions with the UCLA 
community, we learn the true impact of this disease and how important it is to combat the stigma 
that many of them face daily. The last 1% helps fund the UCLA Pediatric AIDS Coalition’s mentorship 
events and life skill retreats held for the DM Ambassadors.

I have pledged to raise a minimum of $260.00, $10 for every hour spent on my feet. I would greatly 
appreciate a sponsorship donation of any size to assist me in reaching my fundraising goal. To give 
you an idea of the impact of your donation, it costs just $19 to provide one woman with the services 
she needs to prevent HIV transmission to her child.

All donations are 100% tax deductible. Please make checks payable to “Pediatric AIDS Coalition at 
UCLA” and include my name on the memo line. You may also make online donations on my personal 
fundraising website:

<< Your Personal Fundraising URL>>

Every donation has the potential to save children’s lives, both locally and globally. I encourage you 
to explore the Pediatric AIDS Coalition website at www.pediatricAIDScoalition.org to learn more 
about the cause and ways you can get further involved. Thank you so much for your time and con-
sideration!

Sincerely,

<<Your Full Name>>

“When there’s a cure, we’ll dance for joy. Until then, we dance for life.”
www.pediatricaidscoalition.ucla.edu



thank you Letter
Dear Mr./Mrs./Ms./Professor/Dr. <<Recipient Last Name>>,

Thank you so much for contributing to my fundraising campaign and for supporting me at UCLA’s 
2019 Dance Marathon. It was an incredible 26 hours spent learning about the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
alongside my peers. I feel more empowered than ever before to help make this world a more inclu-
sive, compassionate, and healthier place. I’m already counting down the days until next year’s event! 

In total, we raised $____, all of which came from generous donors like 
yourself. This money will help fund HIV/AIDS research projects, treatment and prevention efforts, 
and education and support programs. An AIDS-free 
generation is in the foreseeable future, and I cannot thank you enough for endorsing this cause! 

I have also attached some of my favorite photographs from the event!

Sincerely, 
<<Your Full Name>>

[include photo attachments]

“When there’s a cure, we’ll dance for joy. Until then, we dance for life.” 
www.pediatricaidscoalition.ucla.edu



meet your dancer captains

team red | ariel stallings
pac.red.ucla@gmail.com

team orange | nina chikanov
pac.orange.ucla@gmail.com

team yellow | erin spillane
pac.yellow.ucla@gmail.com

team green | maddie murphy
pac.green.ucla@gmail.com

team blue | tina root
pac.blue.ucla@gmail.com

team purple | cole ibbotson
pac.purple.ucla@gmail.com

team magenta | sam wieske
pac.magenta.ucla@gmail.com

team pink | appurva goel
pac.pink.ucla@gmail.com

team silver | alexis carlson
pac.silver.ucla@gmail.com

team gold | katie melnick
pac.gold.ucla@gmail.com

Your Fundraising Liaisons are your direct resources for all things 
fundraising. please ask them any questions you may have! You can 

also contact Emma paine, Director of Fundraising, at 
pac.fundraising.ucla@gmail.com.

meet your fundraising liaisons

colby lindblad
colbylindblad@g.ucla.edu

arezoo kalan
arezook14@gmail.com

anna piskun
annapiskun@g.ucla.edu

jd davis
jeromend4@yahoo.com

jillian ferreri
jferreri22@gmail.com



On 
behalf of our 

beneficiaries and the 
Pediatric AIDS Coalition we 

thank you for every minute you 
spend spreading awareness for 
the cause and every dollar you 

fundraise. Thank you for 
helping make Dance 
Marathon possible. 

Carpe DM!

Best of luck! please reach out to your 
Color Team Captains or your Fundraising 
Liaisons with any questions or concerns. 

 

on behalf of the pediatric AIDS 
Coalition and our beneficiaries, we 

thank you for every minute you 
spend spreading awareness for the 

cause and for every dollar that 
you fundraise. Thank you for 
helping make Dance Marathon 

possible and for making a 
difference in the world.

Carpe DM!


